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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The references cited in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on 3/30/2004 
have been considered. • 

Drawings 

2. Figures 1-2 and 5 should be designated by a legend such as —Prior Art— because only 
that which is old is illustrated (see Background of the Invention). See MPEP § 608.02(g). 
Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the appUcation. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion 

» 

of the drawing figures. If the examiner does not accept the changes, the applicant will be notified 
and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: "206" (Fig. 2); and 
"400" and "420" (Fig. 4). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
appUcation. Any amended replacement drawing-sheet should include all of the figures appearing 
on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an appUcation must be labeled in the top margin 
as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the examiner 
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does not accept the changes, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "weather" 
(page 8, line 8) should be replaced with —whether—. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 19 recites the limitation "said prefix" in the first line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this Umitation in the claim. 

aaim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
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subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-3 and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rodriguez (Patent No.: 5,983,091). 

Regarding claim 1, Rodriguez discloses a method for addressing a message sent by a 
sender to a mobile device that does not have a valid telephone number, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

a. receiving a prefixed MIN address that includes a two-part prefix (col. 7, lines 58-62; 
note the dialing prefix and the area code) attached to a non unique, intra-network mobile 
identification number (col. 7, lines 58-62), said prefixed MIN uniquely defining the mobile 
device (col. 7, lines 55-62); and 

b. routing the message to the mobile device using said prefixed MIN address (col. 7, lines 

* 

58-62). 

Regarding claim 2, Rodriguez discloses wherein said two-part prefix includes as a first 
part a MIN identifier and as a second part a network identifier (col. 7, lines 58-62; note the 
dialing prefix and the area code). 

Regarding claim 3, Rodriguez discloses wherein each of said MIN identifier and said 
network identifier has three digits (Fig. 4A; col. 7, lines 58-62). 

Regarding claim 7, Rodriguez discloses a method for routing a message having a 
recipient address to a mobile device that does not have a valid telephone number, the method 
comprising the steps of 

a. checking the recipient address (fi"om col. 7, line 58 through col. 8, line 4); and 
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b. based on said checking, uniquely identifying said recipient address with the mobile 
device (from col. 7, line 58 through col. 8, line 4). 

Regarding claim 8, Rodriguez discloses the method of claim 7 (see above), wherein said 
recipient address includes a two-part prefix comprising a mobile identification number (MIN) 
identifier (col. 7, lines 55-65; note the dialing prefix) and a network identifier (col. 7, lines 55- 
65; note the area code), said recipient address further including a MIN (col. 7, hnes 55-65). 
9. Claims 7, 11, 16-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Knotts (Pub. No.: US 2002/0045309). 

Regarding claim 7, Knotts discloses a method for routing a message having a recipient 
address to a mobile device that does not have a valid telephone number, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

a. checking the recipient address (col. 6, paragraph [0093]); and 

b. based on said checking, uniquely identifying said recipient address with the mobile 
device (col. 6, paragraph [0093]). 

Regarding claim 11, Knotts discloses a system for routing SMS messages to mobile 
devices that do not have valid telephone numbers comprising: 

a. a receive message function operative to receive a message having a recipient address 
that includes a prefix attached to a second section of a number (coL 6, paragraphs [0089] 
[0093]); 

b. a routing message function operative to identify the mobile device based on said 
recipient address, said routing function further operative to remove said prefix (col. 6, paragraphs 
[0092].[0093]); and 
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c. a send message function for sending said message to the mobile device (col. 6, 
paragraphs [0093]-[0095]). 

Regarding claim 16, Knotts discloses a system for routing SMS messages to mobile 
devices comprising: 

a. a receive message function operative to receive a message having a recipient address 
(col. 6, paragraph [0093]); 

b. a routing message function operative to decide, based on said recipient address, if said 
recipient address has a valid or non-valid telephone number (col. 6, paragraph [0093]); and 

c. means to send said message to said recipient address (col. 6, paragraphs [0093]- 
[0095]). 

Regarding claim 17, m the obvious combination, Knotts discloses wherein said recipient 
address is a vaUd telephone number, and wherein said means include means to route valid 
telephone numbers (col. 6, paragraph [0093]). 

Regarding claim 18, in the obvious combination, Knotts discloses wherein said recipient 
address is a number comprising a prefix + second section, said prefix indicating that said 
recipient address is a non-valid telephone number (col. 6, paragraphs [0089] and [0093]-[0095]). 

Regarding claim 20, in the obvious combination, Knotts discloses wherein said routing 
function is further operative to remove said prefix and leave said second section as an address 
identifying the mobile device (col. 6, paragraphs [0089] and [0092]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

11. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are appUed for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are sununarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

12. Claims 4-6 and 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rodriguez in view of Applicant's admitted prior art. 

Regarding claim 4, Rodriguez discloses the method of claim 1 (see above), wherein said 
step of routing includes searching a database (from col. 7, line 65 through col. 8, line 1 ; note that 
the database is inherently present in order to compare the number to a set already estabUshed) 
identified by said network identifier (from col. 7, hne 65 through col. 8, line 1), and removing 
said prefix from said prefixed MIN address, thereby leaving a recipient address comprising only 
said MIN (Fig. 4 A; col. 7, Ime 58-65) , 

Rodriguez fails to disclose searching a database for a destination network. 

However, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses wherein said identifying further 
includes identifying a destination network from said network identifier (Background of the 
Invention, page 2, lines 29-3 1). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to search the database of Rodriguez for destination network as suggested 
by Apphcant's admitted prior art. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to search the database for 
destination network because it would assure that the correct recipient receives the message. 

Regarding claim 5, in the obvious combination, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses 
wherein, if said destination network is found, said step of routing further includes sending said 
message to said MEM on said destination network (Background of the Invention, page 2, lines 30- 
31). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to send said message to said MIN of Rodriguez on said destination 
network if said destination network is found as suggested by Applicant's admitted prior art. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to send said message to said 
MIN on said destination network if said destination network is found because it would assure 
that the correct recipient receives the message. 

Regarding claim 6, in the obvious combination, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses 
wherein, if said destination network is not found, said step of routing further includes generating 
an error message sent back to the sender (Background of the Invention, page 2, Unes 3 1-32). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to incorporate in said step of routing of Rodriguez to generate an error 
message sent back to the sender if said destination network is not found as suggested by 
Applicant's admitted prior art. 
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One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to incorporate in said step of 
routing of Rodriguez to generate an error message sent back to the sender if said destination 
network is not found because it would notify the sender and permit him/she to try another form 
of communication. 

Regarding claim 9, Rodriguez discloses the method of claim 8 (see above). Rodriguez 
fails to disclose wherein said identifying further includes identifying a destination network from 
said network identifier. 

However, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses wherein said identifying further 
includes identifying a destination network from said network identifier (Background of the 
Invention, page 2, lines 27-3 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to further identify a destination network from said network identifier of 
Rodriguez as suggested by Applicant's admitted prior art. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to further identify a 
destination network from said network identifier because it would assure that the correct 
recipient receives the message. 

Regarding claim 10, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses further comprising 
removing said two-part prefix and sending said message to the mobile device identified by said 
MIN on said destination network (col. 7, lines 58-65). 

Regarding claim 11, Rodriguez discloses a system for routing messages to mobile 
devices that do not have valid telephone numbers comprising: 
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a. a receive message function operative to receive a message having a recipient address 
that includes a prefix attached to a second section of a number (col. 7, lines 29-35 and lines 58- 
62); 

b. a routing message function operative to identify the mobile device based on said 
recipient address, said routing function further operative to remove said prefix (from col. 7, lines 
58-65); and 

c. a send message function for sending said message to the mobile device (from col. 7, 
lines 58-65). 

Rodriguez fails to disclose SMS messages. 

However, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses SMS messages (Background of the 
Invention, page 2, lines 25-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to use the messages of Rodriguez as SMS messages as suggested by 
Applicant's admitted prior art. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to use the messages of 
Rodriguez as SMS messages because it is the fastest growing service in the wireless industry 
(Applicant's admitted prior art: page 1, lines 18-19). 

Regarding claim 12, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses wherein said prefix 
includes a MIN identifier that indicates that said second section is a MIN (col. 7, lines 58-65; 
note the dialing prefix), said prefix further including a network identifier (col. 7, lines 58-65; 
note the area code). Rodriguez fails to disclose identifying the destination network of the mobile 
device. 
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However, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses identifying the destination network of 
the mobile device (Background of the Invention, page 2, lines 27-3 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to identify a destination network of the mobile device of Rodriguez as 
suggested by Applicant's admitted prior art. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to identify a destination 
network of the mobile device because it would assure that the correct recipient receives the 
message. 

Regarding claim 13, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses wherein said MESf 
identifier and said network identifier include each three digits (Fig. 4 A; col. 7, lines 58-62). 

Regarding claim 14, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses wherein said 
network identifier is included in a network identifiers database (col. 7, lines 65-67; note that the 
database is inherently present in order to compare the number to a set already established), said 
routing message function communicating with said network identifiers database (from col. 7, line 
65 through col. 8, line 4). Rodriguez fails to disclose in said operation to identify said 
destination network. 

However, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses routing message function 
communicating with a database in said operation to identify said destination network 
(Background of the Invention: page 2, lines 29-3 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to communicate with said network identifiers database of Rodriguez in 
said operation to identify said destination network as suggested by Applicant's admitted prior art. 
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One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to communicate with said 
network identifiers database in said operation to identify said destination network because it 
would assure that the correct recipient receives the message. 

Regarding claim 15, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses wherein said prefix 
is stripped by said routing function, leaving said MIN, and wherein said send message function is 
used to send the message to said MIN on said destination network (from col. 7, line 58 through 
col. 8, line 1). 

Regarding claim 16, Rodriguez discloses a system for routing messages to mobile 
devices comprising: 

a. a receive message function operative to receive a message having a recipient address 
(col. 7, lines 55-62); 

b. a routing message function operative to decide, based on said recipient address, if said 
recipient address has a vaUd or non-valid telephone number (from col. 7, line 55 through col. 8, 
line 1); and 

c. means to send said message to said recipient address (col. 7, lines 55-62). 
Rodriguez fails to disclose SMS messages. 

However, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses SMS messages (Background of the 
Invention, page 2, lines 25-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of 
invention by applicant to use the messages of Rodriguez as SMS messages as suggested by 
Applicant's admitted prior art. 
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One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to use the messages of 
Rodriguez as SMS messages because it is the fastest growing service in the wireless industry 
(Applicant's admitted prior art: page 1, lines 18-19). 

Regarding claim 17, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses wherein said 
recipient address is a vaUd telephone number, and wherein said means include means to route 
valid telephone numbers (col. 7, lines 58-62). 

Regarding claim 18, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses wherein said 
recipient address is a number comprising a prefix + second section, said prefix indicating that 
said recipient address is a non-vaUd telephone number (from col. 7, line 62 through col. 8, line 

1). 

Regarding claim 19, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses wherein said prefix 
includes as a first part a mobile identification number (MIN) identifier that identifies said second 
section as a MIN (col. 7, line 58-62; note the diahng prefix), and as a second part a network 
identifier that identifies a destination network associated with said MIN (col. 7, line 58-62; note 
the area code), said network identifier stored in a network identifiers database (from col. 7, Une 
58 through col. 8, line 1; note that the database is inherently present in order to compare the 
number to a set already estabUshed). 

Regarding claim 20, in the obvious combination, Rodriguez discloses wherein said 
routing function is further operative to remove said prefix and leave said second section as an 
address identifying the mobile device (Fig. 4A; col. 7, line 58-65). 
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Conclusion 



13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marivelisse Santiago-Cordero whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7839. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contaa the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LESTER G. KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PRIMARY EXAMINER 




